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law
yer in the state, you'd have to

, choose ]im
 G

oetz ... H
e's highly

ethical and a terrifìc battlerl'

- 
G

ordon B
ennett,

form
êr H

elena district judge

A
ttorney Jim

 G
oetz poses for a portrait in his law

 firm
 W

ednesday.
t: 

., 
..,_.).:,,

"If you had to choose fìve of
the top general practice law

yers
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Ê
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Later, he and form
er law

 partner W
illiam

 M
ad-

den got the N
ational W

ildliT
e F

ederation R
esource

&
fense A

w
ard, prim

arilybecaúse 
of that case.

N
ew

s-m
aking cases

êoeø
 also repiesentêd fam

ed author A
.B

. "B
ud'

G
uthrie, author of 'T

he B
ig S

þJ'w
ho w

as contest-
ing a proposed subilivisioriin ibton C

ounty.
A

nd w
hen C

B
S

 journalist C
harles K

w
alt died,

G
oetz handled a series of cases involving 

a piece
of K

uraltb propertynear 
the B

ig H
qle R

fveri K
uralt

had intended to deed the land tolongtim
e friend

P
atricia S

hannon. H
e never did so beforç he died,

but penned a letter describing his w
ishes. E

ventuall¡
S

hannon did getthat land, but ittook three trips to
the M

ontana S
uprem

e C
ourt.

. G
oetz w

as also a defense attorney in the Larry
M

oore m
urder trial. M

oore is curréntly im
prisoned

after being convictêd w
ith killing form

er G
ãllatin

C
ounty sheriff's deputy B

rad B
risbin in 1990. T

he
case involved one of the longest, m

ost com
plex m

ur-
der investigations in the county's history and w

as the
fìrst in.the state to use D

N
A

 evidence.
G

oetz argued to dism
iss the charges against

M
oore, saying there w

as no proof B
risbin w

as dead
w

ithout a body. H
e called D

N
A

 evidence "very novel
and controversiall'

.M
oorç.w

as found guilty and on fune 5, 1993, w
as

sentenced to prison.
G

oetz also handled the "sem
inal M

ontana cases
onistream

 accessi'according 
to his law

 fìrm
's w

eb-
site. T

he tw
o cases, regarding the D

earborn and B
ea-

verhead rivers, established that the w
aterw

ays w
ere

public anil accessible for recreationists and óthers up
to the high w

ater m
ark T

he cases m
ade clear that

rafters, fisherm
en and others havc access to M

on-
tana's rivers and stream

s.
"I think that's very im

portant to a great m
any

M
ontanans w

ho have been used to fishing and float-
ing for yearsl'G

oetz said-
H

e also helped ensure that all counties, regardless
oftheir natural resources, rêceive adequ'ate and eq-
uitable education funding. P

reviousþ'counties w
ith

greqt w
ealth from

 oil, gas and coal got extra funding
from

 loc¿
¡l tax soúices; B

ut poorer-counties 
didn't

have thosè typesrof fundó aiailabie.,
. 

T
hat isuerèm

qins 
a 'tonstant strugglei' G

oetz said,
G

oetz has also teþresented the S
añsh and K

oo-
tenai tribes for m

orè than 25 years, m
ostly on

Iitigátion regardlng w
ater issues in state and federal

courtS
.

lphn C
arter, a tribal attorneyw

ho 
has w

orked
w

ith.G
oeø

 for yeÍ[s, said hè's "o. ne of the best,
alisolufelyl' 

"
"H

is trial capabilities, know
ledge and use of the

rules that the courts put on litigation is im
peccablei'

C
arter said.

in the state, you:ïquld have to

include Iim
 G

oåltz. If you had

to choose the top constitutional

E
ditor\ N

ote: T
he year 2011 m

arlc the 10O
h anniver:

sary of B
ozem

an\ only daily new
spaper T

o help m
ark

the occø
sion, each w

eek the C
hronicle w

ill devote this
pø

ge to profiles of som
e of the m

ajor new
sìlakers in

the history of B
ozem

an and the G
allatin V

alley.

B
yC

A
R

IY
F

LA
llD

R
O

C
hronicle 

S
taff W

riter

A
 

t age 69, legend"ty,B
oze-

A
 

m
an attorney lim

 G
oetz

I 
\ 

has no plans for retire-
m

ent, w
hich - 

for opposing law
-

yers - 
is bad new

s.

G
oet/-s re,putation and record are enough to in-

tim
idate anyone challenging him

 in court.
"Ifyrou had to choose five ofthe top general practice

lan'yers in the state, you w
ould have io"include fim

G
oetz,jì G

ordon B
ennett, a fO

im
er discrict judge of

H
eleng said recently. "Ifyou had to chooS

é thé top
constfi{rtional law

ydr in tire state you'd haræ
 to dioose

Iim
 G

oetz ;. . H
e's highly ethical and a terriftc battlerl'

G
oetz has been piacticing in B

ozem
an for ile-

cades. ùrthat tim
e, he's heþed secure stream

 access
in M

ontirna, ensured all schools recèive,fair funding
for education and drafted the M

ontana C
onserva-

tion E
asem

eit Law
.

H
e's also been a central fìgure in w

ell-know
n cases

such as the Larry M
oore m

urder trial and another
involving property that the late fam

ed C
B

S
 journal-

ist, C
harles K

uralt, had left behind. .
G

oetz has consistently m
ade headlines through-

out his career, and even today is w
orking on a

dozen cases that,range from
 the legality of m

edical
m

arijuana to the rights of sam
e sex couples. H

e is
currently 

a partner at the G
oetz, G

allik &
 B

aldw
in

law
frm

.
"It's bçen a really inte¡esting occupationj'he said.

"I'm
 noJ ready to hang it up yetl'

,

H
is,staqt

, G
oetz got an undergraôuate 

degree in history
: 

frodf M
ontana S

tate U
niversity after grow

ing up in
i 

E
nnis, then w

entbn to Y
ale Lâw

 S
chõol.

. 
. 

T
heIç, one ofhic professors 

w
as R

obert B
ork, a

'''. 
c$ir$efvàtite judge w

hom
 P

resident R
onald R

eagan
nótñinated for.thç S

uprem
e C

ourt but w
hom

 the
' : - "S

e¡ale ÍejeçJèd. T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es called it 'bhe
: ofthe.,fiercççt 

battles ever w
aged over a S

uprem
e

. 
.Q

ôi¡rt¡npm
inee.'1

t:; ",tir'.Ìhltho\rúþ¡'rdasnt'in 
line w

ith him
 politically, he

' 
lrias a very com

petent and interesting constitutional 
.

[aw
professori? G

oetz said of B
ork "H

e piqued m
y

interesti

A
fter earning a degree from

 Y
ale, G

oetz returned
to M

ontana, w
here he w

ould becom
e one of the

state's m
bst respected constitutional law

yers.
B

ut G
oetz had to overcom

e an obçtacle before.
becom

ing an attorney: the sJate bar exam
.

H
e failëd it the firsf tim

elbut passed on his second
try. 

:

A
t the tim

e, law
 students w

ho graduated from
M

ontana schools w
ere exem

pted from
 the bar. G

o-
etz didnt think that w

as fait so in his first case, he
challenged that' diplom

a privilege." E
ventually, that

privilege w
as abolished and gll law

 students w
ere

required to pass the exarn b'êT
ore practicing.

G
oetz acknow

ledged that for a tim
e he w

as not
w

ell liked by those at the U
niversity of M

ontana Law
S

chool. F
or several years, they had a rodst at each

year's end and w
ore "nasty T

-shirts" w
ith G

oetz's
nam

e on them
.

"T
hat.w

as kind of a m
ortal com

bst battle because
tliè- dean:over there hated,m

 ei' G
oëlzsaid. "A

nd I
reciprocatedl' 

', 
.

In another ofhis early cabes, G
oetz represented

a client w
ho w

as called to w
ar but held that the

U
.S

. S
elective S

ervice S
ystem

 w
as unconstitutiopal

because it drafted only m
en and w

as sexually dis-
crim

inatory. T
he court sided w

ith G
oetz, but "that

case w
as quicþy overturned in the N

inth C
ircuiti'

according to G
oetz's w

ebsite.
O

ne c¡f his favorites cases took place in 1979,
w

hen a court bloc.;ked theU
.S

. A
rm

y C
orps of E

n-
gineers' constructibn of a quarter billion -dollar "re-
regulatlon dam

" below
 the m

ain Libby D
am

 on the
K

ootenai R
iver. H

ad the dam
 been built, it w

ouldie
flooded another beven m

iles of the w
aterw

ay.
"T

hat saved that part of thg riverj'G
oeø

 iaid.
"T

hat's a perm
anent contributio¡, so I'm

 pretty
happyw

ith that casel'
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Judge hears
'S

isterW
ives'

challenge
of U

.S
. law

S
A

LT
 LA

K
E

 C
IT

Y
(A

P
) - 

A
ttorneys for

a poþam
ous fam

ily
m

ade fam
ous on a reality

television show
 on F

riday
asked a federal judge in
the state of U

tah not to
block their challenge of
the state's bigam

y law
.

K
odyB

row
n andw

ives
M

eri, Janelle, C
hristine

and R
obyn fìled alaw

suit
in S

alt Lake C
ity's U

.S
.

D
istrict C

ourt in fuly.
T

he stars of the T
LC

show
 "S

ister W
ives"

contend the law
 is un-

constitutional because
it violates their right to
privacy - 

prohibiting
them

 from
 living together

and crim
inalizing their

private sexual relation-
ships.

U
nder U

tah state
law

, people are guilty of
bigam

yif thgyhave m
ul-

tiple m
arriage licenses,

or if they cohabitate w
ith

another consenting adult
in a m

arriage-like rela-
tionship. A

ny couple of
any sex living together in
an intim

ate relationship
is considered m

arriage-
like under the law

. and
¡rr¡!r 

^ 
li.;--*lf-

G
oetzftrom

 E
t

T
hen and now
In his early years, G

o-
etz w

orked as a constitu-
tional and environm

ental
law

 instructor at M
S

U
.

In 1972, he started a full-
tim

e solo law
 practice

and had a reputation for
taking on environm

en-
tal suits for free or for
reduced fees.

'T
hat's kind olhke beat-

ing your head against the
w

alll' G
oetz said of how

 of-
ten he w

orked on environ-
m

ental cases. "If you w
in a

case you're very lucþl'
H

e said that's because
the other side usually has
m

ore resources.
E

ventually G
oetz

gained partners W
illiam

M
adden |r. and T

heodore
"R

uss" D
unn.

"fam
es G

oetz has m
ade

his nam
e - 

and a tidy
living - 

in B
ozem

an,
M

ontana, taking on w
hat

one adm
irer calls'lost

causes that turned out
to be not so lostj" K

yle
C

hadw
ick w

rote in a 1991
article in T

he A
m

erican
Law

yer.
G

oetz said now
 he's

able to be m
ore selective

and isn't as likely to take
on so-called "lost causesl'

"M
y practice has be-

com
e m

ore com
m

ercial,"

he said. "W
e do less of the

m
averick type w

ork."
B

ut he still takes on
cases for free - 

such as
an A

m
erican C

ivil Liber-
ties U

nion case on sam
e

sex couple's rights. W
hy?

"B
ecause it's the right

thing to do and theyre
interesting issuesj' G

oetz
said.

Looking back on his
career, he said he's glad he
returned to M

ontana to
practice law

, rather than
staying on the E

ast C
oast

in N
ew

 Y
ork or W

ashing-
ton, D

.C
.

"I'm
 sure I couldie

m
ade quite a bit m

ore
m

oney if Id stayed
(there), but I w

ould not
have had the eclectic m

ix
of cases I've been able to
do out here," he said.

In the tim
e he's

practiced, he's certainly
m

ade an im
pact on other

law
yers.

B
ob B

aldw
in, 

a partper
at his law

 firm
, said G

oetz
is'bne of the sm

artest
people IT

e ever know
rf'

and is "very disciplined
in his approach to legal
issuesl'

S
tan B

radshaw
 is now

counsel for T
rout U

n-
lim

ited's M
ontana W

ater
P

roject, but in previous
w

ork for other agencies
and groups, he w

as both
an opponent ofG

oetz and
a law

yer alongside him
.

"I never said this to

him
, but he w

as a great
role m

odel," B
radshaw

said. "H
e's show

n tim
e

and again his m
astery of

not only the law
 but how

to express (his point) to
the decision m

aker he has
to influence."

B
ill H

unt, a form
er

state S
uprem

e C
ourt

justice, once said G
oetz

w
as the best appellate

law
yer w

ho ever appeared

in front of the court. H
is

son, Iim
 H

unt, a law
yer in

H
elena, has also know

n
G

oetz for a long tim
e.

]im
 fìrst m

et G
oetz in

1983 w
hen he w

as a clerk
for form

er D
istrict C

ourt
fudge |oe G

ary.
"I w

atched him
 try

som
e of his first cases,"

Iim
 said. "H

e w
as a good

trial law
yer back then,

and developed into one of

the best in the statel'
fim

 said he rem
em

-
bered G

ary had once
told him

, "(Jim
 G

oetz) is
going to be a star."

A
s it turns out, that

prem
onition 

w
as correct.

C
arly F

landro m
ay be

reached at 582-26i8 or
cfl an dr o @

 d aily chr o ni cl e.
com

. lnform
ationfrom

C
hronicle archives w

as
used in this article.
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